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Biography 

1863 
11 November: Paul Victor Jules Signac is born in Paris, to Jules Jean Baptiste Signac, a saddle 
maker, and Héloïse Anaïs Eugénie Deudon. 

1879 
The fifteen-year-old Signac visits the fourth Impressionist Exhibition and makes a sketch after 
Degas. He is immediately kicked out by Paul Gauguin: “One does not copy here, Monsieur.” 

1880 
17 March: the artist’s father dies. The family moves to Asnières. 

June: Claude Monet presents his works in the headquarters of the magazine Vie moderne: while 
visiting the exhibition Signac realises that painting is his vocation. 

1881 
He begins painting and sailing on the Seine. After painting, sailing would become his life’s passion.  

November: inauguration of the cabaret Le Chat noir. Signac takes part in the evening events.  

1882 
He makes impressionist sketches at Asnières, then at Port-en-Bessin where he spends the summer. 
He meets the seamstress Berthe Roblès, a distant cousin of Camille Pissarro, who would become 
his wife. 

1883 
He attends the free atelier of Jean-Baptiste Émile Bin. 
With the money he receives for his twentieth birthday he buys a painting by Cézanne, The Oise Valley 
(1880 ca.), which would always remain the pride of his collection. 

1884 
He befriends members from the literary world, where he meets Félix Fénéon, Gustave Kahn, Paul 
Adam, Paul Alexis and Joris-Karl Huysmans, who would be his first critics as well as defenders of 
Neo–Impressionism. 

Signac meets Georges Seurat, Charles Angrand, Henri-Edmond Cross and Albert Dubois-Pillet.  
With them he founds the Société des artistes indépendants and becomes its most dynamic promoter.  

Signac becomes one of Seurat’s few friends, together they develop an interest for the most recent 
scientific researches on perception and colour theory. 

14 November: he meets Monet in Paris. 

1885 
2 January: visit at the Gobelins Manufactory, the historic tapestry atelier then directed by Michel 
Eugène Chevreul, author of the fundamental treaty The principles of harmony and contrast of colours 
(1839). 

Spring: Signac meets the painters Armand Guillaumin and Camille Pissarro. 

March–April: he visits the Eugène Delacroix exhibition at the École des Beaux-Arts which deeply 
impresses him. 

Winter: Seurat entirely reworks the surface of A Sunday Afternoon on the Island of La Grande Jatte, a 
large painting he had been working on since the previous year, by systematically applying the division 
of colours. 
Pissarro and Signac also adopt this new technique.  
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1886 
Signac produces his first works entirely painted with the divisionist technique. 

15 May–5 June: eighth and final Impressionist exhibition. The Grande Jatte is shown to the public for 
the first time, surrounded by works by Signac, Pissarro and his son Lucien.  

21 August –21 September: second exhibition of the Société des artistes indépendants, where the 
first neo-impressionist works by Albert Dubois-Pillet are shown alongside those by Seurat, Signac 
and the Pissarros. 

19 September: the term “neo-impressionist” appears for the first time in an article by Félix Fénéon. 

1887 
March: Signac buys a painting by Maximilien Luce and the two become friends. 

Spring: he meets Vincent van Gogh, who arrived in Paris one year earlier, and whom he initiates to 
Neo-Impressionism. 

Summer: first holiday in the Midi, at Collioure. 

1888 
February: Signac displays for the first time at the Salon des XX in Brussels. Neo-Impressionism 
seduces the painters Willy Finch, Henry van de Velde and Théo van Rysselberghe. 

1890 
Spring: no. 373 of the magazine Les Hommes d’aujourd’hui is dedicated to Signac with a text by 
Félix Fénéon and on the cover a portrait of the artist by Seurat. 

25 April–22 May: Signac visits the exhibition of Japanese engravings at the École des Beaux-Arts, 
he is impressed by Hiroshige’s landscapes. 

Spring–Summer: holiday at Saint-Briac. 

29 July: Vincent van Gogh dies at Auvers-sur-Oise. 

1891 
29 March: Georges Seurat dies. On 31 March Signac and Camille Pissarro take part in the funeral. 
Pissarro, who distances himself from neo-impressionist theories and re-embraces more traditional 
Impressionism, writes to his son Lucien: “I was at Seurat’s funeral yesterday. I saw Signac was quite 
distraught from this great misfortune. I think you are right, it’s the end of Pointillism.” With Luce and 
Fénéon, Signac oversees Seurat’s inheritance. 

Summer: holiday at Concarneau. 

1892 
Mid-May: at the helm of Olympia, his sailing boat, Signac reaches Saint-Tropez where, from now on, 
he would spend a part of the year. There he makes his first watercolours. 

7 November: he marries Berthe Roblès. 

December: inauguration of the first exhibition of neo-impressionist paintings in the rooms of the 
Hôtel Brébant in Paris. 

1893 
Summer: conception of the composition In the Time of Harmony. This large painting, unique in 
Signac’s production because of its dimensions and its social and political implications, occupies him 
until 1895.  

1894 
17 February–15 March: In Brussels, Signac takes part in the first Salon de la Libre Esthétique that 
replaces the XX exhibition.  

1895 
His technique evolves: he abandons close dotting from the first phase and adopts larger 
brushstrokes. 

At Saint-Tropez Signac rents La Hune villa, which he will buy two years later and where he would 
host his painter friends until 1913. 
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1896 
He visits Holland. 

1897 
February: holiday at Mont-Saint-Michel. 

1898 
15 January: he signs a group document of solidarity with Émile Zola for his courageous stance on 
the affaire Dreyfus, which divides France at the time. 

27 March–18 April: he visits London to see the works of Turner. 

22 October–20 December: first neo-impressionist group exhibition in Germany, at the Keller & 
Reiner gallery in Berlin. 

1899 
After the partial publication in the Revue blanche in 1898, Signac’s theoretical treatise, D’Eugène 
Delacroix au néo-impressionnisme, is published in book form.  

10–31 March: a group exhibition reunites the Neo-Impressionists, the Nabis and Odilon Redon at 
the Durand-Ruel gallery. This show marks the start of neo-impressionist success. 

1900 
October–November: holiday at Samois. 

1902 
2 June: inauguration at the Bing gallery of the first monographic exhibition devoted to Signac. The 
artist presents nine paintings, twelve oil sketches, two pastels and one hundred watercolours. 

1904 
April–May: first extended stay in Venice. 

Summer: Matisse is a guest of Signac in Saint-Tropez, there he paints some divisionist works. 

13–31 December: solo exhibition at the Druet gallery. 

1905 
Summer: Henri Manguin, Charles Camoin and Albert Marquet vacation at Saint-Tropez, where they 
befriend Signac and Cross. Upon their return to Paris they present their works alongside Matisse 
and Derain at the Salon d’automne: it is the beginning of fauvism. 

1906 
18 April–3 May: visit to Holland. 

July: holiday in Marseilles with Camoin. 

1907 
21 January–7 February: Paul Signac’s exhibition at the Bernheim-Jeune gallery. 

28 March–15 May: trip to Istanbul in the company of painter Henri Person. 

1908 
He is elected president of the Société des artistes indépendants. 

February–April: trip to Italy and stay in Venice. 

1909 
Travels to London, where he draws, inspired by Turner’s paintings. 

1910 
16 May: when Cross dies, Signac becomes the last neo-impressionist painter of the first generation. 
His output slows down. 

1911 
23 January–1 February: the Bernheim-Jeune gallery hosts Les Ponts de Paris, Signac’s first 
exhibition consecrated to watercolours. 

June: holiday in La Rochelle. 

25 October: Renoir gives Signac the Legion of Honour title. 
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1912 
25 May–30 September: Sonderbund exhibition in Cologne, an ambitious survey of the contemporary 
artistic tendencies where French painting takes the place of honour. Signac and Cross represent 
Neo-Impressionism. 

1913 
September: Signac moves to Antibes with the painter Jeanne Selmersheim-Desgrange, who on 2 
October would give birth to their daughter Ginette.  

1914–1918 
A pacifist, Signac is deeply distraught by the war and limits his painting. He remains in Antibes, 
where he often sees the Bonnards. He takes refuge in studying Stendhal. 

1919 
He returns to Paris and resumes the organization of exhibitions by the Indépendants, interrupted 
by the war. 
He travels across France and paints above all watercolours. 

1921–1922 
He rents a house in Saint-Paul-de-Vence. 

1922 
Lucie Cousturier writes the first monograph on Signac. 

1924–1930 
He spends the summers at Lézardrieux, in Brittany. 

1926 
He rents a small home in Viviers, where he would spend time on a regular basis until his death. He 
explores the Rhône valley in the footsteps of Stendhal, whose Mémoires d’un touriste he would like 
to illustrate. 

1927 
He publishes a monograph on the Dutch painter Johan Barthold Jongkind where he includes a treaty 
on watercolours that provides precious information regarding his own technique. 

1929–1931 
He starts travelling across France to portray its ports with watercolours, with the help of the patron 
and collector Gaston Lévy.  

1931 
He buys a home at the tip of the port of Barfleur, in Normandy. 

1935 
April: he takes his final trip, exploring Corsica. 

15 August: he dies in Paris at the age of 72 due to kidney sepsis. 

18 August: his ashes are placed in the cemetery of Père-Lachaise in Paris. 


