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Press release 
Lugano, Friday 29 January 2016 

Dedicated to the Bern artist Markus Raetz (1941), one of the leading names in 
contemporary Swiss art, is the first monographic exhibition hosted by the Museo d'arte 
della Svizzera italiana (MASI Lugano) held at LAC Lugano Arte e Cultura from 30 January to 
1 May 2016.  

The exhibition project  spins off from the collaboration with the Kunstmuseum Bern and the Musée 
Jenisch of Vevey – the exhibition’s first two stops in 2014 – and is of particular importance in 
Lugano, as it also includes the installation titled Chambre de lecture, never before presented in 
public, and created specially by the artist for his solo show in Canton Ticino. In line with its mission as 
an artistic crossroads between North and South of the Alps, the Museum has chosen to present to 
the people of Ticino and to those of neighbouring  Italy the work of one of the most important and 
profound artists on Switzerland’s contemporary art scene. 

Starting in the late 1960s, Markus Raetz developed a remarkable creative path focused on the 
relationship between the viewer and the work, breathing life into a coherent ensemble of works that 
poses questions – just as we its viewers do – about the relativity of vision and the different 
perspectives from which we can view the world. The exhibition describes this fascinating path 
through over 150 works: words, basic forms, faces, objects, which allow us to grasp the elements 
making up Raetz’s unique artistic vocabulary. Thanks to an approach that is at once playful and 
conceptual, Raetz creates prints, drawings, and sculptures in which these subjects, apparently simple 
and accessible ones, reveal the complexity of the reality that surrounds us. 

A great deal of space has been dedicated to Raetz’s prints, the artist’s favorite medium, having 
explored over the years the various techniques used in chalcography, experimenting with new 
applications aimed at achieving a sort of creative freedom that cannot always be achieved in painting 
and drawing. From the important series produced in the 1970s, when the artist learned and honed 
the principal etching techniques, to the period he spent at Gerrit Rietveld Academie in Amsterdam, 
until the more recent and reflexive studies dedicated to the difficult art of the burin, the exhibition 
includes works created by using a wide variety of techniques: from etching to aquatint, to dry point 
and to heliography. 

Raetz’s graphic output is accompanied by his parallel work in the plastic arts, as witnessed by the 
numerous sculptures included in the exhibition: often, these are works that are transformed right 
before the viewer’s gaze, changing appearance and therefore meaning, depending on the point of 
view chosen. A word can be transformed into its exact opposite, and the profile of the famous artist 
Joseph Beuys can also resemble a hare: in Raetz’s sculpture, opposites coexist and nothing is as it 
might appear to be at first sight.  
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Chambre de lecture 

This work, which is showcased in a dedicated space that is separate from the rest of the exhibition, 
is an ideal point of departure for an approach to the poetics of Markus Raetz. Chambre de lecture 
comprises 432 metal wire profiles shaped by the artist and hung before the walls inside a neutral 
space. The profiles are set in motion with the slightest breeze, bringing to life a series of fascinating 
dynamics: a close-up view enables us to see the change that takes place in a single element, or else 
the fleeting dialogue between two or more profiles, while the work as a whole seems to follow a 
wave-like movement, an echo. Contemplating the movement of the heads may cause one to smile, 
but it also offers food for thought. As is often the case in Markus Raetz’s works, the transition from 
the more universal dimension of discourse to the more intimate one of consumption is seamless. 

Also dedicated to Chambre de lecture is an eponymous publication (Edizioni Casagrande), realized 
on the occasion of the exhibition at MASI Lugano. The book describes the artist’s work in 360 
images, and texts by Francesca Bernasconi, curator of the exhibition, and Marco Franciolli, director of 
MASI Lugano. The volume is further enriched with a selection of colour pictures taken in the artist’s 
studio by the photographer Alexander Jaquemet.  
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Information 
Location  
LAC Lugano Arte e Cultura 
Piazza Bernardino Luini 6, 6901 Lugano  

+41 (0)58 866 4230 
info@masilugano.ch 
www.masilugano.ch 

Opening hours 
Tuesday, Wednesday and Sunday: 10:30 a.m. – 6 p.m. 
Thursday, Friday and Saturday: 10:30 a.m. – 8 p.m. 
Closed Mondays 

Special opening: Monday, 28 March 2016, 10:30 a.m. – 6 p.m. 

Admission 
Full: chf 15.- 
AVS/AI discount, over 65, groups, student aged 17-25: chf 10.- 
Free for children under 16, and the first Sunday of the month 

Combined ticket with Palazzo Reali: 
Full: chf 18.- 
AVS/AI discount, over 65, groups, students aged 17-25: chf 12.- 

A single ticket also includes admission to the exhibition “Aleksandr Rodchenko”, and to the permanent 
collection “Nuove consonanze. Opere dalle collezioni del museo” (from 27 February 2016). 

Guided Tours and educational activities 
+41 (0)58 866 4230 
lac.edu@lugano.ch 

Sponsor 
The exhibition is generously supported by Credit Suisse, Partner of the Museo d’arte della Svizzera 
italiana, Lugano 

Press contacts  
LAC Lugano Arte e Cultura  
Ufficio comunicazione 
+41 (0)58 866 4214  
lac.comunicazione@lugano.ch 

Italy 
ddl+ Battage  
Alessandra de Antonellis 
+39 339 3637388 
alessandra.deantonellis@ddlstudio.net  
Margherita Baleni 
+39 347 4452374 
margherita.baleni@battage.net 

The digital documents and images for press use can be downloaded from the following address:  
www.masilugano.ch/press 
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MASI Lugano 
The Museo d’arte della Svizzera italiana, Lugano represents the arrival point for a deep-seated 
revision of the cultural policies that led to the merging of the Museo Cantonale d’Arte and the Museo 
d’Arte di Lugano in one single institution. The museum has two locations: LAC offers events and 
exhibitions aimed at delving deeper into twentieth-century and contemporary art and its collections, 
while at Palazzo Reali the focus is on the history of the art of this territory, and the valorization of 
specific groups of works in the collections. MASI Lugano’s main partner is Credit Suisse, thus 
confirming the institution’s historical commitment to art in Lugano. 

Current Exhibitions 
In Ticino.  
Presenze d’arte nella Svizzera italiana 1840-1960 
Palazzo Reali, until 28 Febraury 2016 

Roberto Donetta – Photograph 
Palazzo Reali, until 20 March 2016 (Ala Est) 

Markus Raetz 
LAC, until 1 May 2016 

Future Exhibitions 
Aleksandr Rodčenko 
LAC, 27 Febraury - 8 May 2016  

La collezione 
New Consonances. Works from the Museum’s Collections 
LAC, 27 Febraury 2016 - 26 May 2017 

Armand Schultess 
Palazzo Reali, 19 March - 19 June 2016  

Che c’è di nuovo? 
A Look at Emergine Art Scene in Ticino 
Palazzo Reali, 19 March - 19 June 2016 

Press Art 
Works from the Annette and Peter Nobel Collection 
LAC, 28 May - 14 August 2016  

Paul Signac 
LAC, 3 September 2016 – 8 January 2017  

Antonio Calderara.  
A Light Without Shadow 
LAC, 1 October 2016 – 22 January 2017 

Marco Scorti 
Manor Award Ticino 2016 
LAC, 19 November 2016 – 05 Febraury 2017  

 

 

 

 


