
I  

[1] 
 

 
 
 
 
 

PRESS RELEASE 

 

Caslano, 4th May 2020 

 

 

"Sloganism and sloganisms". Thirteenth Bally Artist Award of the Year 2020, The Bally Foundation. 

 

The Bally Foundation, in collaboration with Museo d’arte della Svizzera italiana, presents the theme for 

the 2020 edition of the Bally Artist of the Year Award. 

 

 

In these times of major changes, the Bally Foundation continues with renewed vigour its commitment to the 

artistic community linked to the Swiss Canton of Ticino, home to the Bally brand for over two decades. The 

Foundation is pleased to announce the theme of the Bally Artist of the Year 2020 Award, "Sloganism and 

sloganisms". 

 

The theme of this thirteenth edition revolves around the word and the concept of slogan. The slogan is an 

immediate and effective tool that summarizes into a statement, a thought, an idea or an aspiration. Used for 

political and advertising purposes, often with the intention to affect and orient the collective conscience, a 

slogan can also take on different nuances and be a booster for ideals based on deep needs or specific goals. 

The "sloganistic" action born from thrusts with heterogeneous values, is able to trigger processes of common 

interest whose signs can be interpreted by the artist or impact his work. "Sloganism and sloganisms" opens 

a reflection on the centrality of communication also in the artistic expression, particularly in this context of 

fragility, disintegration and uncertainty, where the icon, with the entrustment of the message to the image, 

becomes a significant link and indication of humanity's desires. The question that appears focuses on the 

real reasons for the emergence of that signal that imposes itself and manages to persist in the speed of our 

times. Art, or some of its channels, does not escape the complex logic of sloganism: sophisticated creative 

paths and exchanges intertwine art and slogans, creating reviewed aesthetic concepts even in the most 

disparate sectors. "Sloganism and sloganisms" is an invitation to develop languages that connect "form 

and message", an invitation for the artist to generate, through its artwork, an interaction that catches the 

eye and stimulates thought. 

 

The Bally Artist of the Year 2020 Award is promoted in collaboration with Museo d’arte della Svizzera 

italiana (MASI), a multi-year agreement signed in 2019 that further strengthens the Foundation's link with 

the territory and which will contribute, thanks to the exhibition spaces of Palazzo Reali, to make the work of 

the artist winner of the Bally Award accessible to the wide public. 

 

The competition will remain open until October 30th, 2020 and is accessible to both  individuals and groups, 
either born or currently residing in the Swiss Canton of Ticino, with no age restrictions. 
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*** 
About 
 
 
The Fondazione Bally per la Cultura is a patronage project promoting the lively art scene in Ticino, 
demonstrating Bally’s long-standing commitment to supporting the arts and culture, one of the cornerstones 
of its CSR strategy. 
 
The Foundation was established in 2006 and presented to the public in 2007 with the aim of supporting 
talented artists connected to Ticino through the Bally Artist of the Year Award, international exhibitions 
through the Bally network, an agreement with the MASI Foundation to select artists and provide an 
exhibition space for the winning artist at Palazzo Reali in Lugano, and the acquisition of original works of art, 
grants and financing to support specific initiatives. 
 
 
*** 
 
The Italian Swiss Museum of Art (MASI Lugano), founded in 2015, has established itself in just a few years as 
one of the most visited art museums in Switzerland, acting as a cultural crossroads between the south and 
north of the Alps, between Latin and Germanic Europe. In its two sites – at the LAC cultural center and its 
historic premises in Palazzo Reali – it offers a varied exhibition program with temporary exhibitions and new 
displays from the Collection, complemented by a multilingual cultural mediation program for visitors of all 
ages. The artistic selection is enriched by the collaboration with the Giancarlo and Danna Olgiati Collection 
– part of the MASI circuit – entirely dedicated to contemporary art. 
 
The MASI is one of the Swiss museums supported by the Federal Office of Culture and is also one of the 
“Art Museums of Switzerland”, the group of museums selected by Switzerland Tourism to promote the 
country’s cultural image worldwide. 
 
 

For more information, visit www.fondazionebally.ch and www.masilugano.ch 
 
 
Press contacts 
 
 
Fondazione Bally per la Cultura 
Communication Office 
info@fondazionebally.ch  
 
LAC Lugano Arte e Cultura 
Communication Office 
+41 (0)58 866 4214 
lac.comunicazione@lugano.ch 
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